
Chairman’s report 

James Stone 

We’ve welcomed Cath Young and Jodie Martin to the council last year and say a sad farewell to Sue Barrett and 

Derek Crane.  Sue has been a hugely active member of the parish council and we would like to present her with this 

memento of her 8 years as a very active parish Councillor. 

We will now start the process of co-opting another member and hope to welcome someone at May’s annual 

meeting of the parish council. If you would like to apply, please email the Clerk. 

I would like to give a very special thank you to Cathy Knott, our Parish Clerk for her continued dedication and 

support to the Chair, Councillors and parish over the past 12 months. 

During 2018/19 we have: 

• Applied to HS2 Community Fund for: 

o New road signs 

o Neighbourhood plan 

o Marquees/Gazebo 

o Permanent covered Pergola  

o Tarmacking to back and side of Village Hall 

o Install basketball hoop and markings 

• S106-  

o Outside Gym equipment - £7,700 from former PAF ltd site 

o We have also submitted ideas for 17/02835/APP Land adjacent to Mill lane (£19,248) & Biddleston 

Road (£71,000) 

• Tackling Dog Poo! 

• Resurface Playing Field Road 

• Revamped the Children Play area & installed a new high fence to the PF road side 

• BB undertaken a survey and safety check of our street lights 

• Installed a new tree on tree bank (grass triangle near Beachborough School) 

Actions for next year 

• Streetlights – upgrade Main Street and Orchard Place–  as phase 1 &2 of our plan 

• Reapply for HS2 Community Funding 

• Engage with HS2 and is enablers to ensure we have as much information and support during the building up 

to and during the construction phased of the project. 

• Traffic management throughout the village  

• Neighbourhood Plan 

• Dog Poo 

• S106- Applications 

• Carry out tree survey to identify all PC owned trees in the village and carry out safety checks 

Financial Statement 

Our financial position is strong, we have money in reserve which is helping us build towards a year’s Precept in 

reserve (in line with BALC best practise). As in previous years we have seen less exceptional costs which has allowed 

us to operate within our budget and maintain our reserves during the year. 



Overall the 2019/20 Precept will increase by circa 0.39% (£72.71 in value) to £18,423.67 although the overall Band D 

cost will stay at the current level of £85.62. This has be possible by reducing cost in certain areas of the budget as 

well as seeing an additional 0.86 rateable proprieties for the 19/20 year.  

Key changes in the 19/20 budget are: 

• No change to Clerks salary and hours  

• PAYE Payroll Services – Small reduction in annual cost for service by £56 

• Audit – Reduction of £200 following change in external auditor fee scale 

• Legal & Proof Fees – A sum of £200 has been added for solicitors fee, bring budget up to £400 for the year 

• Playground Maintenance - costs have reduced by a further £450 following the extensive work in 18/19 
funded through S106 monies 

• Dog Bins – Collection from play area now included in budget 

• Grass Cutting/Maintenance – Budget remains the same as last year although spend in 18/19 was less due to 
hot weather and reduced grass growth 

• Tree Survey – A new line added to cover tree survey and monies for immediate remedial action. £500 

This marks the 3rd year of no increase, in real terms, in the Parish Precept for Westbury. 

The accounts will be internally audited by John Marshal of NCALC  in MAY and will be made available to the public 

between June/July 2019. 

 

Councillor reports:  

Cllr Cath Young:  

What is a neighbourhood plan? (Locality.org.uk)  

A neighbourhood plan is a community-led planning framework for guiding the future development, regeneration and 
conservation of an area.   
 
The plan focuses on use and development of land and contains a vision, aims, planning policies and proposals for 
improving the area, providing new facilities and/or allocating key sites for specific kinds of development.  The 
neighbourhood plan can have a broad sphere of influence - from the location of housing development, mix of 
housing, design, landscaping, protection of green space, allotments and heritage sites, community services, 
cycleways and community energy schemes.   
 
The process requires robust evidence and strong community engagement throughout to ensure the plan is based on 
a sound understanding of the area and on the views, aspirations, wants and needs of local people.  It requires a 
significant investment of time, expertise and money, taking about 2 years from start to the finished adopted plan.  
The completed plan is submitted to the Local Authority for independent examination and referendum and if 
successful will become part of the statutory development plan for the area.  This statutory status gives 
neighbourhood plans more weight than other local documents, such as parish plans, and forms the basis for 
determining planning applications and appeals and for protecting local green space.   
 
Communities without a neighbourhood plan may be more vulnerable to aggressive planning applications for larger 

developments as planning applications will only be assessed against national and district policies without any 

account being given to the local community issues such as type of housing, parking or traffic.  

What work has been undertaken to date?  

(1) Fact Finding:  
a. A meeting was held with Helen Archer from Community Impact Bucks for initial fact finding and to seek 

support for launching the NP in Westbury.  However, their funding for supporting communities with NP’s has 
runout, so CIB are unable to offer support at present until further sources of funding are secured.  



b. The planning Office at AVDC has been contacted to obtain a copy of the parish boundary plan.  Useful advice 
on how to proceed with the process has recently been received from David Broadley, Senior Planner at 
AVDC.  

c. Costs of undertaking the on-line component of the parish survey via Survey Monkey has been explored, this 
will cost £31/month or £372 annually.  

d. Two consultancy firms; Tibbalds and O’Neil Homer have been contacted on an exploratory basis to find out 
potential costs for professional help with the development and preparation of the plan.  

 

(2) Steering Group: Efforts have been made via The Link, Westbury Village Facebook page and a house-to-house 
postcard drop to invite villagers to join a NP steering group.  Interest has been expressed by three villagers 
so efforts to enlist the help of other individuals and community groups continue.  
 

(3) Grant Application: A application for financial support has been made by WPC via HS2 Community 
Environment Fund (CEF) as part of a larger grant for the Parish.  Further grants are available should this 
application not be successful.  

 

What is the 12 Month Plan?  

(1) Obtain the plan of Westbury Parish boundary from AVDC and then apply for approval for a neighbourhood 
area (work can commence formally when the neighbourhood area has been designated by the local 
authority. Decision takes 8 weeks).  

(2) Form the Steering Group by enlisting more support from villagers and key village groups and businesses. 
Once the group has been established, devise a project plan.  

(3) Devise a set of inclusive strategies to elicit the views, aspirations, wants and needs of the community and 
run some village events to launch the Neighbourhood Plan inviting villagers and representatives from key 
village groups and businesses.   

(4) Seek support from the local planning authority who are legally required to provide support and advice to 
those producing a neighbourhood plan in its area.  Seek further information and advice from organisations 
such as Locality (Neighbourhoodplanning.org) and Planning Aid England if needed.  

(5) Apply for grants to support the Neighbourhood Plan process from Locality at neighbourhoodplanning.org 
(6) Liaise with a professional consultancy to ensure our process is robust and the final document is successful at 

referendum.   
 

What will the Neighbourhood Plan Contain? (neighbourhoodplanning.org)  

Introduction:  

Vision and Aims: The community’s vision for the area and aims for its future development.  

Evidence on the Area: Overview of the neighbourhood area and key social, economic and environmental data to 

provide evidence and context for the policies of the plan.  

Summary of Community Engagement: Overview of the community engagement programme undertaken and key 

outcomes and issues arising.  

Planning Guidance: Policies can be supplemented with more detailed guidance e.g. design and layout of housing 

development.  

Planning Policies: Once successful at referendum the neighbourhood plan will form part of the statutory local 

development plan for the area and contain policies against which development proposals will be considered.  Polices 

will provide a clear indication of how a decision maker should react to a development proposal and supporting text 

will explain the intention behind the policy.   



Site allocations and/or development envelopes:  The plan can allocate sites for specific kinds of development or 

define areas within which development may be located “Village envelopes” which should be shown on scale plans.  

Supporting Guidance:  Policies can be supplemented by more detailed guidance (e.g development briefs for 

particular sites) which help in the interpretation and application of the policies.  

Infrastructure:  Proposals for infrastructure relating to the use and development of land can be included e.g public 

spaces, highways, pedestrian links and new community facilities. 

 

Cllr Graeme Cook:  

Street Lights report - a replacement and upgrade programme of street lights in Westbury will commence in May 

with the replacement of lights along Main Street, Orchard Place and by the grass triangle (treebank) at the 

intersection of Main Street and Mill Lane.  

Between now and when the works start, we will not be attending to any maintenance issues to these lights, due to 

the high costs. 

A streetlight was damaged last week on Mill Lane, opposite the turning to School Close. No one has come forward to 

admit responsibility, so the parish council will have to pay for the damage (circa £300.00).  

The next phase of the replacement programme will take place during 2020/21 and will see street lights along 
Biddlesdon Road and Fullwell Road replaced with Mill Lane, School Close and Manor Gardens being the final phase in 
2021/22.  

All post mounded fittings will be replaced with new energy efficient directional LED units offering: 

• Reliability of LED and reduced ongoing maintenance of the units 

• Long warranty period for LED lamp units v traditional lighting 

• Improved visual impact of directional LED lighting 

• Reduction in light pollution due to directional lighting control 

• Reduction in energy consumption 

• Increase in visibility and therefore safety from clean clear LED lighting 
 
The prioritising of the phased replacement programme has been determined by; ongoing outage issues, an increase 
in maintenance costs, a recent survey undertaken by our contractor Balfour Beatty and the need to ensure uniform 
lighting levels. 

Once complete we will see ongoing energy saving of up to 50%. 

Highways report  

The blocked drains on Main Street are causing water to run down Mill Lane. This is a serious hazard particularly 

during heavy rain, as well as causing damage to a grade two listed building. This has been reported to Bucks 

Highways.  

The speed of traffic continues to be a problem in Westbury. More 20 mph signs have recently gone up in Mill Lane 

and traffic calming will form part of the May agenda.  Cathy & James are meeting with the Head and Bursar of 

Beachborough School on Tuesday 23rd April to discuss the Mill Lane volume and speed of traffic.  

Everyone can report highways issues via ‘fix my street’ – you can download the app and keep abreast of ongoing 

issues and receive local alerts at https://www.fixmystreet.buckscc.gov.uk/ 

 

https://www.fixmystreet.buckscc.gov.uk/


Cllr Mark Willis:  

Since being assigned to planning, the most significant applications relate to the proposed development on the 
Biddlesden Road and our objections made clear. Unfortunately, this is now subject to a Secretary of State appeal 
process with the result still outstanding. We also have one other Secretary of State appeal whereby AVDC planning 
did not make a decision within a timely manner relating to the old vicarage. 
 
In the forthcoming year we will be undertaking a tree survey for the village. 
 
Cllr Vicky Webb:  
 
I have been leading on the rights of way Oxfordshire footpaths claim.  
Orders have recently been made by Oxfordshire County Council to modify the definitive map and statement of 
public rights of way for Oxfordshire by adding two footpaths and one bridleway in the parish of Mixbury.  
The landowners now have an opportunity to appeal against the decision.  
If there is an appeal, an order will be submitted to the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs for 
determination. An inspector will then be appointed by the Secretary of State to determine the Order and  
consideration of the Order will probably take the form of a public local inquiry.  
 
As Dan Gross pointed out in the Beachborough report, the school are not seeking to challenge the Order and once 
the routes have been approved, the school will demarcate the paths for all users to follow, so that the community 
can enjoy the footpaths. The parish council will liaise closely with the school, showing clear signage of where the 
public footpaths are.  
 


