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DRAFT Response to Buckinghamshire Select Committee Inquiry 
Version 4  

 

Select Committee Inquiry Title: How Are We Preventing Child Sexual Exploitation and Supporting Young People in Buckinghamshire? 

Committee Chairman: Val Letheren 
Date report submitted for response: 17/11/15 (BSCB) / 11/1/16 (BCC Cabinet)  
Lead BCC Cabinet Member (where response required from BCC Cabinet) and Lead Officer: Lin Hazel, Cabinet Member for Children’s Social Care & 
Learning / David Johnston, Managing Director, Children’s Social Care & Learning Business Unit  
Select Committee Support Officer / Advisor (Extension): Reece Bowman ext. 2548 
Suggested frequency of future updates (e.g. 6 & 12 months): 6 and 12 months 
 

Recommendation Agreed 
Yes/No 

BCC Cabinet / Partner Agency Response 
including proposed action 

Responsible 
Cabinet 

Member (for 
BCC recs) 

Responsible 
Officer 

Action by 
date 

Recommendation 1: The 
Buckinghamshire Safeguarding 
Children Board (BSCB) should 
increase the amount of the BSCB 
Chairman’s time that is purchased 
from the partnership’s budget.  

Yes Prior to the completion of this enquiry the Chief 
Executive of the County Council had agreed to 
increase this capacity from 30 to 40 days per 
annum.  

Lin Hazell Chief 
Executive 

Complete 

Recommendation 2: Buckinghamshire 
County Council should ensure that 
contract managers are monitoring the 
compliance of providers with 
safeguarding requirements, including 
ensuring that the Council’s wider 
commissioned workforce undertakes 
child sexual exploitation training.  

Yes All commissioners are ensuring that contracts at 
the point of renewal include CSE. Training for the 
wider commissioned workforce is highly 
recommended at all contract monitoring meetings, 
commissioners will continue to highlight training 
opportunities, monitor and challenge take up. 

Lin Hazell Carol Douch  31 March 
2016 

Recommendation 3: Buckinghamshire 
County Council should commission the 
Buckinghamshire Learning Trust to 
develop a toolkit for use in primary 
schools to help schools foster 
resilience in their pupils.  

Yes We continue to work closely with BLT, especially 
on a range of suitable toolkits and opportunities for 
schools to feel confident about fostering resilience, 
this includes PSHE training. This work will be 
monitored and updates on the various types of 
support (including toolkits) will be reported on.  

Lin Hazell Nick Wilson  31 March 
2016 

Recommendation 4: Thames Valley 
Police should roll out the Hotel Watch 
scheme across Buckinghamshire.  

Yes 
(Thames 
Valley 
Police) 

 
The remaining two Local Police Areas (LPA) in 
Buckinghamshire, Aylesbury and Chiltern & South 
Bucks, have agreed to roll out the model, which 

N/A N/A N/A 
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originated in the Wycombe LPA.  

Recommendation 5: The 
Buckinghamshire Safeguarding 
Children Board should actively monitor 
that the thresholds document is being 
applied consistently and accurately by 
all partners.  

Yes (BSCB 
response) 

Publishing a thresholds document and actively 
monitoring knowledge and application of this is a 
core part of the BSCB’s business. We have an 
extensive programme of work in place to: 

 Embed thresholds across partners through 
communication, awareness raising and 
training. This is a tailored approach that 
recognises that staff need different levels of 
knowledge and expertise dependent upon their 
professional role and the amount of contact 
they have with vulnerable children and young 
people.  

 Monitor understanding, confidence and 
application of thresholds using a variety of 
methods including questionnaires, audits and 
data analysis. 

This will continue to be a key part of the Board’s 
work moving forward.  

N/A N/A N/A 

Recommendation 6: Buckinghamshire 
County Council should ensure that all 
sexual health providers within 
Buckinghamshire attend the Sexual 
Exploitation Risk Assessment 
Conference and facilitate the sharing 
of information between sexual health 
providers.  

Yes Sexual Exploitation Risk Assessment 
Conference (SERAC)  continues to be seen as a 
vital meeting for agencies to share information 
about potential or recognized risk to a child  who 
has been or could become subject to sexual 
exploitation. We continue to have good 
representation and this will remain closely 
monitored. 

Lin Hazell Carol Douch  31 March 
2016 

Recommendation 7: Buckinghamshire 
County Council should ensure that the 
names of looked after children within 
Buckinghamshire at highest risk of 
child sexual exploitation are shared 
with sexual health providers on a 
quarterly basis.  

Yes   It would not be appropriate to share the details of 
all LAC children as the majority that have come 
into care are not at risk due to CSE and this would 
be a breach of confidentially. However it is 
essential that children those who are higher risk of 
CSE have appropriate information shared. The 
LAC nurse identifies the necessary information 
and resources.  

Lin Hazell Carol Douch  31 March 
2016 

Recommendation 8: Buckinghamshire 
County Council should ensure that the 
effectiveness of First Response is kept 
under regular review, including the 
staffing arrangements following the 

Yes  Performance of First Response and effective 
triage at the front door is monitored regularly and 
reported through the Improvement Board and 
Safeguarding Board. This continues to remain a 
focal point.  

Lin Hazell Carol Douch  31 March 
2016 
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introduction of the new Contact and 
Referral Officer post to ensure 
accurate and timely triage at the social 
care ‘front door’.  

Recommendation 9: Buckinghamshire 
County Council should commission 
services to provide support to the 
parents of victims of child sexual 
exploitation.  

No  The Council faces significant financial pressures, 
resources are limited and it remains essential that 
the Council’s commissioned activities maintain 
focused on support for the child.  BCC Social 
workers work alongside the family and its essential 
the council works in a united manner to extend 
support to parents, including considering external 
funding sources to support adults. 

   

Recommendation 10: 
Buckinghamshire County Council 
should ensure that all County 
Councillors undertake training on 
spotting child sexual exploitation.  

Yes Agreed. This was agreed by full Council in 
November 2015 and fully supported by Cabinet.  
 
Understanding not only CSE but all aspects of a 
child’s journey through social care and important 
matters should be a priority for partners (both 
internal and external) as this enhances the 
challenge and improvement to the service.  
 
Children’s Services will work with HQ Member 
services to ensure training sessions are held for 
Members in early 2016 and thereafter at least 
annually. This will be included as an action within 
the revised Children’s Improvement Plan and the 
strand of work on supporting Members. 
 

Lin Hazell Carol Douch May 2016 
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