
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
WESTBURY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Notes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 12th April 2017 at 

Westbury Village Hall at 8.00 pm 

 

Present  Chair, James Stone (JS), Vice Chair Vicky Webb (VW), Cllr Sue Barrett (SB),  Cllr Robin Bone (RB), 

Cllr Graeme Cook (GC), Cathy Knott (Clerk), Councillor Robin Stuchbury, Councillor Charlie Clare and 12 

residents. 

 

Apologies 

Apologies were received from Cllr Jeremy Banks (JB), Cllr Franco Capella, Councillor Patrick Fealey, Rev. Liz 

Simpson, Paul Winks, Nick Perks and Tony Kayll 

 

Welcome  

Chair, James Stone welcomed everyone to the Annual Parish Meeting to hear reports from local clubs and 

organisations that help to create such a rich tapestry in our village. 

 

Notes of previous meeting 

Notes of the meeting held on Wednesday 18th May were agreed and signed. 

 

Report from Councillor Robin Stuchbury 
Councillor Stuchbury gave a brief overview of the work he has been involved in over the last year including: 

• Narrowing the Gap  

• Young People ready for work 

• Children’s Internet Safety 

• Children’s Workforce 

• Child Sexual Exploitation 

• Voice of the Child & Young Person 

Councillor Stuchbury also talked about his involvement with Bucks Transport (Buckingham Transport Strategy 

document available), advising that there would be a new roundabout on the Tingewick Road with a link to the 

A421. This means traffic will be able to avoid Buckingham town centre and Radclive.  

All documents will be available on the website, but if you would like copies, please email Cathy Knott, 

Parish Clerk (westburyclerk@aol.com). 

 

The following reports from local clubs and organisations can be found on the village website  

www.westburyvillage.org under Annual Parish Meetings or you can request copies from Cathy Knott 

 

St Augustine’s Church   

Westbury Cricket Club 

Westbury Football Club 

Halse Junior Football Club  

Westbury Wilds  

Beachborough School  

SugaRich (Brackley Dryer) 

Thames Valley Police 

Westbury Village Hall Association 

Westbury Community Shop & Café 

 

Westbury Young People’s Project 

A video was shown on the big screen showing the success of the Youth Club. This can be found on the village 

website. 
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Chairman’s and Councillors’ reports 

 

Chairman’s report – James Stone 

I’d like to start with offering our condolences to Derek Crane and his family following the passing of his beloved 

wife Lynnette earlier this month. I am sure you will all join me in offering our sympathy to them at this difficult 

time. 

I’d like to thank my fellow councillors for their continued commitment, hard work and dedication to the parish 

and remind you all that they do this on a completely voluntary basis and have the best interest and wellbeing of 

the parish in mind. 

I would like to give a very special thank you to Cathy Knott, our Parish Clerk for her continued dedication and 

support to the Chair, Councillors and parish.  She really does keep us on the straight and narrow and always goes 

above and beyond the remit of her role. 

During 2016/17 we have: 

• Completed and opened our new village hall, shop and café. 

• Had a number of first’s….1st wedding breakfast, 1st 18th birthday party (and possibly last!!), 1st 

children’s Christmas party etc. 

• Been nominated and picked up a number of awards for the village hall. 

• Welcomed many new families to the village, as our community grows with the introduction of new 

homes. 

• Welcomed a new Councillor, Franco Capella who brings with him a wealth of experience on planning. 

It just leaves me just to say a big thank you to all of you, for your hard work and support in making Westbury a 

great, fun and safe place to live. 

 

Financial Statement 
Our financial position is strong, we have money in reserve to pay the retention to Edgar Taylor (shortly), a VAT 

claim to submit for 2016/17 which will provide towards a year’s Precept in reserve (in line with BALC best 

practise).  Through 2016/17 there have been a number of exceptional costs budgeted for from reserves including: 

• Funding of the Westbury Village Hall Charity 

• Supporting the Youth Club 

• Legal support with the various leases, etc. 

• Retention Payment 

• Storage shed 

The precept set for 2017/18 is £ £17,139.00 which is a 1.78% increase on 2016/17’s. 

The 2017/18 Precept has had to take into account a number of increased running costs that we are all privy to. 

However, where possible we have looked to mitigate these. For instance: 

• We’d budgeted £1,800 for insurance and been able to negotiate a three-year deal which sees a 10% 

reduction on our premium per year. 

• The clerk’s salary has been frozen. 

• We were looking at a 40% increase in our utility costs (lighting) this year. However, by undertaking a 

review of our tariff, supplier and mix of lamps (LED & wattages) around the village, we have been able to 

renegotiate our tariff and reduce the increase.  

The accounts will be internally audited by John Marshal of NCALC on 18th May and will be made available to the 

public between June and July 2017. 

 

Councillor Reports 

 

Footpaths, Christmas lights, dog bins & grants – Cllr Sue Barrett 

For the last couple of years, I have been finding grants for the village hall which we have been fortunate to receive 

funding from.  Going forward, there is little grant availability as most grants have closed. We are still however, 

looking for funding for Playing Field Road resurfacing. This is a challenge for 2017. 

Footpaths around Westbury are in good shape. We have recently put together a Welcome Pack and the footpaths 

map can be found in this. It is also on the notice board, website and available from the parish clerk. 

We have a good number of dog waste bins all around the village which are regularly used.  

We had the largest number of participants at our Christmas Big Switch On last year at the village Green followed 

by more lights at the village hall.  



 

 

 

Rights of Way Footpaths & Village Website – Cllr Vicky Webb 

We have recently put in a complaint to Oxfordshire County Council regarding an application to the Definitive 

Map Modification Orders to add two footpaths and one bridleway in the parish of Mixbury. The application has 

been ongoing since 2010 and the delay has recently been extended by another five years. The delay to the 

determination of the applications causes friction between users of the paths and some of the landowners and is 

unfair to all parties.  

This year we are looking into developing and improving the village website to make it compatible with mobile 

phones with easier to find information. 

 

Village Hall – Cllr Robin Bone 

We were overwhelmed to hear that Westbury Village Hall had won the AVDC Building of the Year 2016.  

 The village hall is much better organised now that we have a new shed. 

 Thank you to everyone including the football and cricket clubs, for keeping the hall clean and tidy. We are all 

taking good care of it.  

The acoustics are in the process of being sorted out in the hall. Currently we have a 3-4 second echo. This should 

go down to 2 seconds once the sound boards are in place. 

We are putting together a snagging list for Edgar Taylor. If you find anything that needs to go on there, please let 

me know (robinwestburybuild@gmail.com).  We have had a few issues with heating, which will be solved.   

We are very lucky to have such a great facility and we are very pleased so many people are making use of it.  

 

Streetlights  – Cllr Graeme Cook 

I have been working with Weston Power on fixed usage and am working with Balfour Beatty on options to 

replace some of our older lights in Orchard Place. 

Balfour Beatty will soon be carrying out a safety check of all lights in Westbury. 

We have four new LED streetlights at the bottom of Mill Lane.  

 

Playground - Cllr James Stone 

The playground continues to be well used by a growing population of villagers of all ages. With this in mind we 

are keen to look at increasing the range of equipment available for all ages and abilities including accessibility to 

some items of equipment.   

We have been in discussion with a number of playground manufactures at how we can introduce equipment for 

missing age ranges such as under 5’s and over 12’s.  To this end we are looking to spend some of the S106 

monies available to us to introduce: 

• Climbing boulders 

• Outdoors table tennis table 

• Under 5’s play gym 

• Extended soft landing 

• Gym equipment 

 

Highways – Cllr James Stone 

As with all areas of the Public Sector, Highways have seen a marked reduction in their funding and this can be felt 

at all levels of the service we receive. 

• Replacement of lamps and give-way signs 

• Cleaning of verges 

• Weed control 

• Blocked storm drains 

• Potholes and broken road surfaces 

• Reduced frequency in cutting grass verges – almost on an adhoc basis now. 

We have seen a marked reduction in Bucks Highways engagement with local councils in terms of the speed of 

repair, advice and reporting of issues.  However, we have been fortunate in that Main Street and the top of Mill 

Lane was resurfaced last year – thank you Councillor Stuchbury for putting this forward. 

We continue to work with all parties in relation to parking, speeding and traffic movements around the village and 

Biddlesden Road. 

We are looking at the introduction of soft speed reduction measures such as installing signs on lamp posts with 

“20 is plenty” and more wheelie bin speed stickers. 

 

 The meeting closed at 9.00 pm  
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