Site 1 – The Village Hall
The walk commences at the Village Hall. Find the first panel on
the East side of the building. The panel depicts three tales:
• Looking West the undulating aspect of the fields towards
Brackley still show the old ridge and furrow method of farming.
• The play area North East of the Village Hall was the site for the
annual Shepherd’s Fair early in the 20th Century. It was part
of the village feast week, which began on the Sunday after
Whitsun each year.
• It was in the fields due West that a Wellington Bomber crashed
during World War II killing all its crew.
The border of this panel depicts the recreational nature of this
part of the village.
Directions: Cross over the main road to Site 2 at the corner
of Biddlesden Road.

Site 2 – The Corner of Biddlesden Road

Site 3 – Hollywell

Much of the housing west of here along the main road was built by Sir Samuel Scott in 1909 and named
White City. The copper beech tree was planted here to celebrate the Silver Jubilee of King George V.
The section of road running east to Buckingham was built bypassing the original route through the village.
The panel here depicts four tales:
• This was the site of Smith’s Fair, a rival to Shepherd’s Fair. One year, much to the delight of the village
children, a baby was born here in one of the old fairground caravans. It provided an additional attraction.

This area is known as Hollywell. The panel depicts the legend of Westbury
Wilds, which is actually located another mile along the road North of here.
• Legend tells us that one Christmas Eve two ladies became lost in the
‘Wilds’. They were led to safety by the sound of the Church bells. In
gratitude, they bought the woodland for the poor of Westbury.
• The lower part of the panel depicts the charitable needs met by rent
monies raised through the Wilds.

• At this time White City was where the village cobbler lived.
• The West corner of Biddlesden Road was the site of a village garage.

In reality, the Wilds were granted in 1764, by Parliament, to the Church
to rent out to raise funds for poor relief. You can still walk there and it still
raises funds for local needs.

• In 1906 as the result of a wealthy benefactress wishing to provide a free health service, the area
received its first District Nurse, resident in White City. Many tales were told of her making her rounds in
a unique old cart pulled by a stubborn donkey.

The border depicts old harvesting tools.

The border of this panel depicts tools and farming implements.
Directions: Follow the Biddlesden Road North, downhill to the first corner, turn left and follow
along the edge of the field with the hedge to your left. As you come to the next field there is a
path that crosses, turn left and Site 3, Hollywell is just on your right.
Hollywell

Directions: Keep going on this path up through the fields to the
main road. Cross the road carefully, turn left and take the first
footpath on your right. Follow this down through the field and
gap in a hedge, through a small field crossing a drive, and through
another field/small tree plantation (watch out as there may be
chickens loose here). Keep following the path down until you reach
the Mill.
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Site 4 – Mill Lane
You are now in Mill Lane. The Mill opposite has changed greatly,
the Millpond and Mill Race (stream) are filled in and diverted.
Previously, water ran under this building to power the Mill.
The panel depicts four tales:
• The ‘bothy boys’ stoked fires in the Manor and also in the
greenhouses that were sited behind this wall.
• Village women were allowed to glean in the fields for wheat
left behind after a harvest. They took their gleanings to the Mill
to be ground into flour.
• The Village baker was in one of the Mill Lane cottages. He
would also cook the Sunday roasts for villagers, who could
afford such a meal, because their ovens were often too small.
• Boys from the village learnt to swim in the Millpond using
floats they made from bundles of reeds.
The border depicts the fruit and vegetables grown in this area for
the Manor.
Directions: Turn to your left and head up Mill Lane. Note the
little wooden building to the left and in the garden of ‘Little
Thatches’ it was once a village shop run as a cooperative.
Opposite ‘Little Thatches’ turn right following the footpath
across Beachborough School grounds, once Westbury Manor.
When you reach Orchard Place turn right and make your way
towards the Church and Site 5.

The Mill
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Site 5 – Orchard Place
Records show that there was a Church in Westbury by 1220. The yew tree was planted around
1660 by Roger Price, a London Merchant and owner of the Manor from 1650. He was also
responsible for building the Old Vicarage, in front of you, in 1661. The panel depicts four tales.
• The origins of Westbury can be traced back to Saxon times. There was a Saxon camp built on
the land now occupied by the centre of Orchard Place.
• In 1901 Sir Samuel Scott M.P. bought the Manor. His wife, Lady Sophie took great interest
in the life of the village, and was particularly remembered for her award-winning herd of
pedigree Jersey cows and dairy produce from Home Farm House.
• Before the First World War Mary Russell lived in the cottages known as ‘The Barracks’ behind
Home Farm House. She pushed an old pram into Brackley twice a week, doing errands for
her neighbours for a charge of 3d.
• During the time that the Scott’s owned the Manor, an American visitor of theirs saw
Mrs Johnson, another Barracks resident, making lace at her cottage door. She admired the
work and commissioned a set of 12 placemats. Mrs Johnson sent the mats out two at a
time as she completed them, but the set was doomed to remain at 10 as the last two were
despatched on the Titanic.
The border depicts the fruit trees that grew in Orchard Place before the Second World War,
giving this road its name.
Directions: Continue walking round Orchard Place, past Home Farm House, at the end
cross over and turn left. The house on the right hand corner is Yew Tree House. At the
time of the Scott’s the village butcher lived here and ran the rifle club. It was also once
owned by Roddy Llewellyn and Princess Margaret stayed here. Turn right at the corner
to Site 6.

Site 6 – The Green
This area is an important site in terms of the village’s history with many events being
centred here, some of which are featured in the four tales on these two panels:
Panel 1:
Beachborough School, or Westbury Manor as it was known before 1938, goes
back to the Norman times, and is recorded in the Domesday Book.
During the Civil War, King Charles I led 4000 foot soldiers, 4000 mounted soldiers
and ten guns on their way to the battle of Cropredy Bridge. The man at the
window is Captain Jeremiah Abercrombie, a Parliamentarian imprisoned at the
Manor along with 14 other soldiers during the Civil War.
Panel 2:
On behalf of Lady Sophie, the Vicar gave figs to the children after Church here at
the Manor gate, on Palm Sunday.
May Day was celebrated by the children dressing up for a procession around the
village singing the May Day song. There was a May Queen and her attendants
and a huge May Garland on a wooden frame carried by two boys, the centre
piece of which was four dolls.
The border on panel 1 depicts the tools of the butcher who lived at Yew Tree House
behind this wall. The border of panel 2 depicts objects relating to the Grafton Hunt
who used to meet here.
Directions: Continue up through the village to the main road. Note the
buildings on the map like the Old Post Office, the first village School, the
Village Club (was the Reading Room) and the old Pub. At the main road turn
left and return to the Village Hall and Café in time for a cup of tea and cake!

